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Abstract 

“One of the most dramatic discoveries in the history of medicine occurred in our department of 

Physiology in 1921.  Millions of lives were saved.”  

Prof. Vranic will explain why this miracle happened at the University of Toronto and not 

elsewhere, despite the fact that some 50 laboratories around the world were also trying to 

discover this important hormone. Over the last 90 years, there were frequent discussions about 

whether the Nobel prizes should have been awarded to others in this field. The most interesting 

story is that of Paulesco, a Romanian, and the dramatic events which followed when the 

Romanians tried to get credit for the discovery of insulin. Mladen is privileged to have been the 

last post-doctoral fellow of Professor Charles H. Best, who was the most well-known Canadian 

when Mladen immigrated to Canada. He has been fortunate to have been Chairman of the 

department where this discovery took place so many years ago. The discovery of insulin was 

dramatic, which made the relationship complicated between the discoverers. Mladen will end his 

lecture by showing the effect of the discovery on the whole University of Toronto and a large 

number of crucial discoveries in biology due to insulin. Prof. Vranic chaired the celebration of 

the 75th and 90th anniversary of the discovery of insulin and he plans to be around for the 100th 

anniversary which will take place in 7 years. 
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