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David Carson earned a Bachelor of Arts (Political Science and History) at York University and a 

Bachelor of Laws at Osgoode Hall Law School. In 1973 he became a barrister and solicitor and 

member of the Law Society of Upper Canada. In 1973 he started his career as an associate 

lawyer with a general practice law firm in Guelph. From 1975 he worked for the Ontario 

Ministry of the Attorney General. From 1975 until 1992 he was seconded to

Housing where he practiced provincial land use, development and environmental law. In 1992 he 

moved to the Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs, where from 1997 until ret

he held the position of Director, Legal Services Branch. David provided legal advice and 

services to senior government officials, including Cabinet, on Aboriginal law and related public 

law and constitutional law matters

 

Abstract 

 

Aboriginal peoples inhabited parts of what is now Canada before the arrival in

European traders and settlers more than 400 years ago. First Nations (Indian) peoples and Inuit 

peoples were, together with the English and French, the founding peoples of what became 

Canada in 1867. Canada’s history is inseparable from t

peoples and from the history of Metis peoples. Metis are the descendants of children born from 

the unions of First Nations or Inuit peoples with English and French traders and settlers. 

Hopefully, a brief overview of some Canadian historical and constitutional law milestones will 

provide an enhanced understanding of how we have reached the current relationships among 

Canada’s communities, Aboriginal and non

in 1997,”Let us face it, we are all here to stay”.

constitutional context, with special attention to Ontario. It will identify some social, economic, 

legal, negotiation and relationship issues that exist today. The

political and community level work to be done. The betterment and well being of Canada’s 

Aboriginal peoples, and all Canadians, depends on having greater reconciliation, together with 

practical, substantive actions that can b
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David Carson earned a Bachelor of Arts (Political Science and History) at York University and a 

Osgoode Hall Law School. In 1973 he became a barrister and solicitor and 

member of the Law Society of Upper Canada. In 1973 he started his career as an associate 

lawyer with a general practice law firm in Guelph. From 1975 he worked for the Ontario 

y of the Attorney General. From 1975 until 1992 he was seconded to

Housing where he practiced provincial land use, development and environmental law. In 1992 he 

moved to the Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs, where from 1997 until ret

he held the position of Director, Legal Services Branch. David provided legal advice and 

services to senior government officials, including Cabinet, on Aboriginal law and related public 

law and constitutional law matters. 

Aboriginal peoples inhabited parts of what is now Canada before the arrival in North America of 

European traders and settlers more than 400 years ago. First Nations (Indian) peoples and Inuit 

peoples were, together with the English and French, the founding peoples of what became 

Canada in 1867. Canada’s history is inseparable from the histories of its indigenous Aboriginal 

peoples and from the history of Metis peoples. Metis are the descendants of children born from 

the unions of First Nations or Inuit peoples with English and French traders and settlers. 

of some Canadian historical and constitutional law milestones will 

provide an enhanced understanding of how we have reached the current relationships among 

Canada’s communities, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal. As the Supreme Court of Canada stated 

Let us face it, we are all here to stay”.  The presentation will have a general historic and 

with special attention to Ontario. It will identify some social, economic, 

legal, negotiation and relationship issues that exist today. There remains much public policy, 

political and community level work to be done. The betterment and well being of Canada’s 

Aboriginal peoples, and all Canadians, depends on having greater reconciliation, together with 

practical, substantive actions that can be implemented successfully. 
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